Non-Profit Org. 


U. S. POSTAGE 


PAID 


Permit Nu. 31 
Haverhill, Mass. 


The Observer 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Student Paper Established 1962 February 17, 1977 


NECC Faculty 


Union Signs 
q A greement mis inesse 


is to compensate for the lack of step 


_ Volume 23 Issue 2 
_ Arts 
Center 


Proposed 


’ By Rod Cook 

- Federal funding is being sought for a 
proposed $4 million cultural arts center 
with a 1,000 to 1,200 person capacity 
auditorium to be built at Northern Essex. 

At a meeting February 4, at DiBurro’s 
Restaurant, Haverhill, Representative 
Michael Harrington offered his assistance 
in obtaining federal fundings for the arts 
center. 
_ Dr. John R- Dimitry, NECC president, 
asked if federal funds might be available 
from public works money, providing the 
state pays the $250,000 planning cost. 

The proposed 69,000 square foot center 
would house college administrative offices 
and day care facilities as well as speech 
and arts centers. 

Haverhill’s Mayor Lewis C. Burton 
asked that it be made clear that this is a 
State request for funding in order that 
Haverhill wouldn’t lose any of its own 
requests. 

Plans for this center would replace the 
plans by the Northeast Cultural Arts group 
near the Haverhill Public Library. 


LRC has ‘talking’ 


literature 


By Kevin Sawyer 

- The Learning Resource Center located 
at the Library has reading material 
specifically designed with the sightless or 

. reading handicapped person in mind. The 
material talks in that the _ specific 
magazine, book or periodical has been put 
‘on a Cassette tape so that the student can 
listen or follow along with ease. There are 
new magazines and books available every 
month on cassette and record. For further 
information on this new way to present 
written material contact any of the 
qualified personnel at the L.R.C. 
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Too much too soon — Too little too late 
Photo by Bryan Eaton 


Of Student 


Activities To 


Be Appoi 


by Mike DeAngelo 

Dean of Students Church Stafford has 
announced that the college plans to 
appoint a full-time coordinator of student 
activities whose salary will be paid by 
‘student activity funds. 

The coordinator will serve as advisor to 
student government in developing and 
supervising the program of student 
activities. He will advise students in the 
expenditure of student activity funds in 
accordance with the legal requirements of 
the Commonwealth. 

This person, will be expected to 
encourage faculty and students to develop 
imaginative programs of co-curricula 
activities. He will integrate the student 
activity function with other student 

_ services of counseling, financial aid, 


nted 


career evaluation and placement. The 
coordinator will also be responsible for the 
on-going orientation of new students. 

Dean Stafford has explained that 
candidates for the position must have a 
minimum of a Master’s degree and that 
previous student services experience is 
desirable. 
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by Bill LaCroix 


Hours before the scheduled walk-out, 
members of the faculty rallied at Mt. 
Wachusetts College in Gardner Saturday, 
Feb. 5, and voted to accept a one-year 
salary package, beginning new negotia- 
tions in April. 

70,000 students in 15 community colleges 
did not cross picket lines Monday, 
February 7. Their teachers, 1500 of them, 
had been prepared to walk out. Professors’ 
houses were volunteered for union head- 
quarters, picket captains were readied, 
CB radio operators, coffee brigades, and 
security patrols were briefed. 

The teachers, protesting no pay or cost 
of living increase for three years, have 
settled for less than the 6 percent increase 
agreed to in collective bargaining last 
August. 

The contract calls for an immediate $850 
increase in the basic salary rate. The base 
rate adjustment will come in three steps. 
Effective June 27, 1976, for unit members 
employed as of September 1, 1976, the base 
rate will be increased $300. Effective 
December 26, 1976, for unit members 
employed as of January 1, 1977, the base 
rate will be increased 1250. Effective 
March 27, 1977, for unit members 
employed as of April 1, 1977, the base rate 
will be increased by $300. 

A lump-sum salary adjustment of $150 or 
14% percent, whichever is higher, is to be 
paid before the last Saturday of February 
for all unit members employed as of June 
30, 1976. 

A supplementary adjustment of $250 or 
2% percent, whichever is greater, is to be 
paid on or about August 1, 1977, to every 
member employed as of June 30, 1976, and 
remains employed on June 30, 1977. 

An additional special salary adjustment 
of $300 will be paid on the last Friday 
before the last Saturday of February, 1977, 
for all unit members employed from June 
30, 1976, to December 1, 1976 


Construction 


by Frank Jarek 


The dedication and efforts of many 
Northern Essex staff and administration 
personnel have now begun to pay 
dividends. Construction of the long-awai- 
ted and long overdue facilities for the 
handicapped are now taking shape with 
renovations and construction of the 
restroom facilities as openers for the 
project. 


Currently being modified are toilets in 
the classroom building, B-E buildings, the 
LRC, and a newly constructed toilet in the 
Gym. Superintendent of Maintenance, Ron 

‘Sevigny, said the work is on schedule and 
90 percent complete. 

“Materials needed to finish the work by 
the end of the January intersession 
delayed completion,” said Ron, ‘‘and we 
expect the outstanding materials that are 
ordered to be in soon.” 

The nine step plan for modification and 
construction included other essentials 
necessary to aid the handicapped. 
Outlined in the project were plans to 
change the 10-foot doors on the classroom 
building to the seven foot size that are on 
the other buildings. 

“Snow and ice have 
hampered this project and cold weather 
has also played an important role in its 
delay’, Ron said. 


increases in the last three years. 

In effect, the contract is retroactive to 
June 30, 1976. It will expire on midnight of 
June 30, this year. Both the MBRCC and 
the MCc agreed to begin negotiations for a 
new contract no later than April 1, 1977. 

Dr. Jack Aronson, president. of the 
NECC Faculty Association, feels that the 
contract settlement has raised the morale 
of the faculty and students. He is greatly 
appreciative of the support given by the 
student body during the contract issue. 

Aronson said, ‘‘I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the student newspa- 
per and student council for their generous 
support. I express my profound gratitude 
to the student body, in the name of the 
Faculty Association, for its sympathetic 
understanding and support during the 
most critical time in the life of the 
college.”’ 

He continued, ‘‘We are further grateful 
because it appears that there will be no 
need for retrenchment as a result of the 
newly ratified pact. In a conversation with 
Tim Fitzgerald, president of the MCCC, 
assurance was given that there are 
sufficient funds not only for the current 
fiscal year, but for the coming fiscal year 
to absorb the salary increase.” 

In conclusion Aronson said, “It is 
difficult, if not impossible, to single out 
any one person; Therefore, we express our 
general thanks. We look forward to 
happily carrying out the educational 
mission at Northern Essex.” 


One Year Salary Package 

1. Immediate $850 base salary increase. 

2. Restoration of annual increments 
frozen three years ago. 

3. Immediate Lump Sum Bonuses of $150 
and $300 Paid in February. 

Maybe — A Supplementary adjustment 
of $250 in August contingent on available 
funds. 


Underway 


-“Work on most of the proposed projects 
can only be done on a weather permitting 
basis,” said Ron, ‘‘and we don’t expect to 
accomplish that much until the snow and 
ice melts.” 

The superintendent added that, ‘Work 
on the elevator can’t be started until the 
concrete mullions and the plate glass 
windows are removed and under existing 
conditions that is nearly impossible.” 

However late or slow the project is at 
this time, it can at least be said that the 
“beginning of the end” is underway. 
Presently there are over 70 persons 
attending Northern Essex with varying 
disabilities. Their knowledge of what is 
being undertaken on behalf of the 
handicapped must certainly be of relief to 
them. 

When completed, Northern Essex Com- 
munity College will be the undisputed 
leader of colleges in Massachusetts that 
has provided such aid to the handicapped. 


: Your Editorial : 
: Comments: 
: AreAlways : 
: Welcomed! : 
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A special student election will be held on 
March 9, 1977. The positions open are as 
follows: one Student Advisory Com- 
missioner, two Student Members of the 
Student Council, and two Freshmen 
Members of the Student Council. Nomina- 
tion papers must be filed no later than 4 
p.m. February 18. All eligible candidates 
will appear at a student forum in the 
cafeteria between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on 
March 2. 


Parking stickers are now required by all , 


student, faculty and staff at N.E.C.C. 
Stickers are available free of charge at the 
College Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesdays or any time at the Mainten- 
ance Building located at the college. Cars 
without these parking stickers will be 
towed. 
Se 

Many of the restrooms on campus have 
been out of order recently. Ron Sevigny, 
Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds 
states that the condition will remain so for 
several weeks due to the fact that the 
restrooms are being remodeled for use by 
the handicapped students. The facilities, 
prior to this reconstruction, had been too 
high and many times inaccessible to 
handicapped students. 
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Students interested in obtaining employ- 
ment under the college work study 
program should contact the Office of 
Financial Aid immediately. The jobs pay 
$2.50 per hour with a maximum of 20 hours 
each week. Positions are available in 
clerical, maintenance, lab and learning 
resource areas. The Financial Aid Office is 
in Room 112 of the Gymnasium Building. 


News Briefs 


The deadlines for Massachusetts State 
Scholarships has been extended. All 
students who have not previously received 
a Massachusetts State Scholarship may 

_apply for this fund by obtaining an 
application in the Office of Financial Aid. 
Further information is available at the 
office. 

oS 

Assistant Dean of Continuing Education 
Barbara Webber has notifed faculty that 
the Division is in the process of developing 
courses for the April Mini-Session. Classes 
begin April 4, and last eight weeks. Credit 
courses meet twice a week and non-credit 
classes once a week. 


[SSS 

tentative student activity schedule 

Wednesday, 2-16-77 — G.W. Hunter 
Band, 11-1 Cafe 

Friday, 2-18-77 — ‘Slapstick Comedies”’ 
8-12 Carp. Lounge. Featuring: W.C. 
Fields, 3 Stooges, Marx Bros., Charlie 
Chaplin 

Wednesday, 
Carpet Lounge 

Friday, 2-25-77 — Mixer Wardwell Blues 
Band 


2-23-77 — Movie, 11-1 


The Bloodmobile will be at NECC 
Wednesday, March 9 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the carpeted 
lounge of the College Center. Donors are 
needed and welcome. There will be free 
coffee and cookies. 


President John R. Dimitry has an- 
nounced that he has recommended the 
following faculty be appointed Depart- 
ment Chairpersons effective Feb. 1. 

Department of Nursing — Dolores 
Haritos. 

Department of Allied Health Technology 
— John McMahon. 

Department of Mathematics — Fritz 
Chang. 

Department of Natural Sciences — 
Robert Paul. 

Department of Engineering and Tech. 
Studies — Michael Pelletier. 

Department of Communications — 
George Bailey. 


Department of Philosophy and Fine Arts 
— Richelle Newman. 

Department of Foreign Languages — 
Jack Aronson. 

Department of History and Government 
— Elizabeth Wilcoxson. 

Department of Behavioral Sciences — 
Mary Wilson. 


Department of Business Administration 
— Frank Leary 

Department of Office & Business 
Education — Katherine Richards: 

Department of Physical Education — 
Carl Beal 


The appointments are still to be 
approved by the Massachusetts Board of 
Regional Community Colleges. 
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The Cultural Affairs Committee of the 
Academic Council has recommended to 
the president of the college that a two hour 
free time block be incorporated in the 
schedule. 

Mike Finegold, Chairman of the 
Committee has pointed out that it is 
impossible for advisors to meet with clubs, 
for cultural events to scheduled for 
Lecture Hall A, and for persons to attend 
meetings which are not those of the 
Academic Council, the President, the 


. Dean or the Union. 


The Committee says that allowing for 
meetings to take place in one two hour 
block and cultural and _ recreational 
activities to take place in another two hour 
block would create a balance and a better 
life at the college. 

Also recommended is that the additional 
two-hour block occur on Monday or 
Tuesday 11-1 allowing morning and 
afternoon students to use the time block. 


a_i 


The International Studies program has 
announced its summer travel plan. 

Charters from Boston to London, via 
Pan American Airlines will be arranged 
for: June 16 - June 30, $299; August 16 - 
August 29 $299; July Departures $359. 

Charters from Boston to Shannon, . 
Ireland will be arranged for: June 21 - July 
2 $285; July 5- July 19 $325; August 16 - 
August 30 $285. 

Deposits of $100 per person are required 
at the time of booking and the balance is 
due seven weeks prior to departure. For 
information contact extension 245 at 
NECC. 
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Student 
Council 
Vacancies 


By Norm Baratelli 


The question of how to fill vacant seats 
on the Student Council until the elections in 
March was a major topic of discussion in 
the meeting of Student Government last 
Wednesday, Feb. 9. 

John Lambert, acting president in the 
wake of exiting Pete Smith, headed the 
meeting which was attended by several 
(but not all) members. 

Lively discussion ensued as the question 
of vacant Council seats was considered. 


Church Stafford, Dean of Students, 
sugyested that students planning to run for 
office in March be appointed now to 
temporarily fill the seats. 

Chuck Lombardo, Director of Student 
Activities, opposed this plan saying that it 
was wrong for any unelected student to 
attempt representing the student body. 
The matter was tabled and no further 
action, as yet, has been taken on the issue.- 

Apologies were extended to those who 
came to a scheduled Budget Committee 
meeting (one mandating advisors to 
attend) and found no Budget Committee as 
the meeting had been cancelled. Clubs and 
individuals concerned with the student 
activities budget this year were to meet 
with Dean of Administration John Pal- 
mucci, his assistant Joe Brown, and 
Council members Dave Michaud and John 
Silvara in the President’s Dining Hall, 
Wednesday, Feb. 16. 


Veterans Beware! 


by Bob Adams 


Dick Reilly and Dick Braley of the 
Veterans Affairs Office would like to again 
extend an invitation to all the veterans on 
campus to drop by their office with any 
questions they have concerning their 
benefits. 

They would like to remind all veterans of 
the 10-year delimiting date for educational 
benefits from time of release from active 
duty. Further, all veterans are required to 
inform the veterans office of any change in 


status such as dropping a course or 
withdrawal from school. If you were to 
drop a course in March, repayment would 
be from the beginning of the semester 
unless there were mitigating circumstan- 
ces such as illness, death in the family, or 
a change in your work schedule. Veterans 
are also reminded that they are required 
to be matriculating in a degree program. 

If you would like more information and 
do not have the time to drop in to their 
office, they can be reached at 3740721, ext. 
174. 


Carol Lavick To Speak 


At Women’s Center 


by Cathy Coburn 


Women of Northern Essex have avail- 
able to them a resource center where they 
can talk with other women, learn from 
other women, and gain support from other 
women. 

The place is Northern Essex Women's 
Center, located on the first floor of the 
Campus Center. 

The Women’s Center is informally 
structured; there are no elected officers, 
at this time. The structure of the 
organization may change, however. 

The Center is a resource facility, 
complete with a library of its own. 


Students themselves organize and run 
the Center, It! is open to both students and 
faculty members. 


On March 2, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., 
the Center is featuring a lecture in Family 
Planning in the College Center Lounge. 
The lecture will entail information on birth 
control, abortions and legal information. - 

Carol Lavick, who is on the Board of 
Directors of Family Planning, will be 
guest speaker. Also speaking is Northern 
Essex student, Ruth O’Neil, a member on 
the Board of Directors of Family 
Planning. 

The Center is in the process of 
organizing a Women’s Center festival for 


Former N.E.C.C. student, Rich DeFran- 
cisco and Tom Vallencourt, student at 
Lowell University, have left their homes in 
Lawrence with high hopes of a better life in 
the West. Their ultimate destination is Los 
Angeles, where they will attempt a new 
life. 

They had been planning the trip since 
the beginning of the summer and before 
leaving, they had everything prepared. 
They also have knapsacks which hold 
anything from a fuel stove to a ten foot 
tent. 


Drop In Center 
by Cathy Coburn 


A lonely, desolate person, a young 
pregnant woman, a student lost in the 
shuffle—problems with life can sometimes 
seem to be perpetual or even ubiquitous - 
at least to a troubled individual. 

Northern Essex’s Drop In Center 
(D.I.C.) can help and the D.I.C. staff is 
qualified and anxious to do.so. 

Counseling services range from inform- 
ation about adoption, legal formalities, 
abortion, to feelings about loneliness, 
uselessness or a loss of identity. 

The staff is required to go through an 
intensive eighty-hour training program in 
counseling. The staff provides both direct 
information and a referral service. 

Rubin Russell, the director of D.I.C., 
obtained his B.S. in psychology from the 
City College of New York, and his M.A. in 
Psychology from Boston University. 
Director Russell has completed his course 
work for a PhD. 

Russell, a licensed psychologist, opens 
the door to the Drop-in Center to students 


and about women. The festival will include 
work shops, art exhibits, musicians, and 
women’s literature. The festival will be 
open to all students and faculty. More 
information in regard to the festival will be 
posted at a later time.. 

There will also be a series of ten films on 
the ‘Working Woman.”’ 

There are many facets of the Women’s 
Center, including information about men- 
tal health, counseling on child raising and 
violence in the family. There will also be a 
consciousness raising group. 

The Center is there to help with both 
large and small problems, so even if you 
just need a friend, stop by the Women’s 
Center. 


On The Road To California 


by Liberato Francisco Rich and Tom will travel by bus to. 


Washington, D.C., to evade the immediate 
New England cold, but will hitch-hike the 
rest of the way. During their journey, they 
plan to visit the Grand Canyon, Las Vegas 
and other landmarks. When asked where 
they would go from Washington, D.C., 
Rich said, ‘From Washington to the 
Grand Canyon is going to be an 
adventurous TRIP.” 

Once in L.A. they plan to find a job and 
rent an apartment. Both know how to play 
the guitar and their ultimate dream is to 
become musicians. 


and although the Center is a function for 
NECC students, non-college enrolled 
students have sought the Center’s counsel- 
ing. 

The Drop-in Center is located on the first 
floor of the Campus Center. Their hotline 
service can be reached at 374-0929. 


Learning Lab 


By Leslie Raza 


The Learning Lab is a free service 
provided by NECC to help students 
develop better skills in reading, writing 
and mathematics, and is located in 
building C on the second floor in room 211. 

The Learning Lab is staffed by 
professional personnel and is equipped 
with materials to meet the students’ 
specific needs in reading, writing or math. 
The staff is not there to do the students’ 
homework, but will assist in developing 
skills. 

Students can: 

1. Take a diagnostic test to pinpoint 
weak areas. 

2. Use programmed materials towards 
mastery, 

3. Receive instruction. 

4. Work in special reading programs 
such as textbook study of increasing 
reading speed. 


LAB HOURS 
Monday-Thursday - 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 


Friday - 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday - 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 


~ 


Find A Ride 


In The Trans-| | 


portation 
Network 


by Frank Jarek 

Northern Essex now has an emergency 
transportation network set up. The NECC 
HOT CAR LINE EMERGENCY TRANS- 
PORTATION NETWORK is handled by 
Pat Culver of the Discovery Office. 

Pat said, “‘There are already over 50 
persons, drivers and riders, involved in the 
program and we are looking for more 
participation from students and faculty.” 
It is Pat’s hope that exposure of this 
system will generate more responses from 
persons wanting to give rides or receive 
rides. 

The network covers all surrounding 
communities. Information and details of 
drivers’ names and persons needing rides 
can be obtained from notebooks set up to 
render the information to those wishing to 
participate. 

There are two notebooks with this 
information. One is located in the D.I.C. 
Office of Rubin Russell and the other is in 
the Discovery Office, C-209. 

Pat says that just last week, nine people 
needing rides sought the use of the books 
and of the nine, only one person couldn’t be 
accommodated. Also in the books are 
forms for drivers or persons needing rides 
to fill out and place in the section 
designated for their area. 

“The project was started during the Fall 
Semester,” said Pat ‘‘and we hope to 
continue it and with greater success.” 


RAZ 


Robert Tassinari, ‘station erraierer: has Tah hopes 5 a programmed 


professional medium. 
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Pat Culver of the Discovery Office. 
Photo by Bryan Eaton 
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‘ Dimitry Grateful 


s For Student 
aF aculty Response 


From Sheila Krim 
Office of Public Information 


John R. Dimitry, President of Northern 
Essex Community College, Haverhill, 
distributed to all personnel at the college 
an ‘‘Amendment to our Agreement” and a 
“Memorandum of Understanding” agreed 
to last Saturday afternoon, February 5, by 


the Massachusetts Teachers’ Association 
(representing the faculty of Northern 
Essex and 14 other state community 
colleges) and the Massachusetts Board of 
Regional Community Colleges. In his 
covering letter, President Dimitry said he 
felt the settlement was a good one, 
reflecting credit upon both parties. The 
agreement also has the support of the 
Governor’s office. 

Dimitry also congratulated the N.E.C.C. 
faculty and Student Council. ‘During the 
last few weeks,”’ he said, when it appeared 
that a strike was a possibility, and 
sometimes seems a probability, I was 
greatly impressed by the discipline and 
institutional responsibility displayed by 
the entire leadership of our faculty union, 
our Student Council, and the staff of the 
“Observer’’, our college newspaper.’ 
Dimitry said all cooperated and used good 
sense and leadership to work out plans and 
strike “etiquette” designed to protect the 
institution and its staff and students in the 
event a strike occured. 

Dimitry called on the college community 
to continue the kind of institutional 
teamwork evidenced during the crisis 
period, and to apply this leadership to 
other tough budget restrictions facing 
Northern Essex in Fiscal Year 1978 (July 
1, 1977 to June 30, 1978). 


Goes 


Photo by Dan Hickey 


the hope to make a more useful medium 


Professional 
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Bert Kilgour originator of the Uniqueness Hour, weather man, strikes a pose. 


hoto by Dan Hicke 
by Dan Hickey Photo by Dan y 


Our radio station is going professional. 
With the addition of new equipment the 
radio personnel are beginning to gear their 
programs to specific music forms. 

Bob Tassinari, station manager, is 
preparing logged program schedules that , 
will handle all types of musical interests.” 
Bob hopes this will expand the audience of 
the station while also prompting more 
advertising promotions from the various 
clubs and activities. 

In addition to new equipment, the station ¥ 
also has aspirations of moving to the 
library building. In the new building, they 
hope to tie in on the close-circuit television 
system within the school. This would pipe 
music into any room throughout the 
campus via the television receptacles. 

With the advent of such improvements, 


for campus events, activities, in addition 
to their normal music shows, is blooming 
into a reality. 


cares “Boom Boom” Sheehan and Brian Langlois dise Spckyat ham it 
up outside the studio. Photo by Dan Hickey 
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Commentary... 


North Dakota : 


America’s only Prison? 


~~ 


By Kevin Sawyer 

Crime appears to be on the upswing in 
America and it also appears as if there is 
very little that law enforcement and 
judicial agencies can do about it. Not only 
is the immense backlog of cases a factor, 
but there has developed a situation in 
which there simply is no place to put those 
convicted of crimes. Unless one has 
committed homicide, the prospect of 
facing a prison sentence is somewhat 
remote. There just seems to be a total lack 
of proper facilities. Is there an answer? 

Proposal: turn the state of North Dakota 
into a prison. Granted that this proposal 
sounds somewhat ludicrous and out- 
rageous yet there have been very few 
alternatives. 

The first step in creating such an 
institution would be the removal of the 
citizens of the state. This is not an easy 
task, yet it could be done. The federal 
government could move them to any other 
national location and provide those with 
homes a home and those with jobs a job. 
Free of charge to the citizens, of course. 

The second step would be the construc- 
tion of the gigantic prison colony. Not only 
would this provide employment for 


countless laborers, carpenters, plumbers, 
painters, electricians, and bricklayers, but 
unless everyone in the United States of 
America committed a crime and was 
sentenced at the same time. there would 
be little concern as to the dilemma of 
proper tacilities. 

In the third stage, more employment 
could be available to those willing to be 
guards, cooks, counselors, janitors and 
administrators. If there was a total lack of 
response to employment such as this, it 
could be turned over to the Army or yet 
remain under civilian control. 

In the final analysis, this proposal could 
not only provide an answer to the problem 
of space and security but would alleviate 
some of the tax burden from an already 
overtaxed middle class. This proposal 
may also quicken the procedure with 
regard to the backlog of cases and may 
command a greater respect for the law by 
those who may be tempted to violate it. 

Insane? Unheard of? Incredible? 

Perhaps, but have there been any other 
proposals of late? 


I am become death, 
the shatter of worlds 


By Dan Hickey 

The approval of the genetics experi- 
ments to proceed at Harvard and MIT 
could prove to be another strain on Man’s 
delicate balance with nature. Since Adam 
and Eve man has unwittingly bit into the 
fruit of knowledge, and has paid an 
everlasting penance for his ancient thirst 
for knowledge. 

The experiments known as recombinant 
DNA technology, borders on the unkown 
with the potential destruction of mankind. 
The study of genetics has benefited man 
for a number of years now in agriculture 
and husbandry. Our much prized hybrid 
corn is a product of such advances, but 
what do we really know of the outcome of 
any future studies? How many strides can 
man take into the abyss of further 
ewes before the walls cave in upon 

im? 

Who can blame the citizens of Cam- 
bridge for being so cautious and question- 
ing of such experiments? Harvard Nobel 
Prize winner George Wald and his wife 
Harvard biologist Ruth Hubbard called the 
NIH guidelines for safety self serving and 
dangerously inadequate. Is there any 
room for such deficiencies in a potentially 
hazardous and unknown field? 

Although the potential benefits of such 
experiments may be helpful, an unforseen 
hazard may escape to plague the world 
with unknown bacteria 


The Strike 


The time was December 2, 1942, at the 
University of Chicago, scientists gathered 
at a very ordinary squash court. Their 
struggle was with the monster Facism. 
They concluded an experiment on a pile of 
uranium, and so doing created one of the 
most monstrous weapons known to man. 
The cause of this was Hitler but with Hitler 
long gone the threat of atomic radiation 
and nuclear war remain. Albert Einstein 
himself admitted that if he had known that 
Hitler would not have succeeded in 
building an atomic bomb, he would have 
never started work on his. Will mankind 
not learn from its former experiences? 

It is not such a feeble request to stop, 
check and re-evaluate our goals in such 
great, potentially dangerous experiments. 
And if to continue, we should make all 
possible concessions to the possibility of 
error or danger. The path through the 
unknown should be a slow and cautious 
one, constantly reflecting on the experi- 
ences of our former colleagues. Reflecting 
on the words of a scientist, who after 
participating in the production of the 
atomic bomb, watched it explode and 
recalled the lines from Hindu literature: 
“I am become death, the shatter _ of 
worlds; Waiting that hour that ripens their 
doom.”’ 


That Never Was 


The proposed strike for February 7 was 
met with reactions of both fear and 
indifference when classes met Friday, 
February 4, was averted. 

While the teachers had justifiable 
reasons for threatening to strike, their 
reaching a settlement before they took to 
the picket lines was a welcome relief to the 
students. 

The school calendar already extends 
until May 27 and the thought of classes and 
exams being pushed into June was not a 
pleasant one. 

Some of the teachers were planning to 


cross the picket lines and hold classes. 
These instructors were asking students to 
cross those same picket lines to attend 
these class sessions. It was a sticky 
situation that the students should not have 
been confronted by. Luckily, this dilemma 
never had to be faced. 

The students had paid for and expected 
in return a full semester’s education. 
While a few days of extra vacation might 
have been appreciated, it is to the 
students’ advantage that the proposed 
strike became the strike that never was. 

Patricia Collins 


_ Letters To The 


Editors 


To the Editor: 

On Wednesday, October 20, 1976, an 
article concerning ‘school liability” 
appeared in a Boston newspaper. This 
story contained a listing, by school, of 
dollar amounts which allegedly represen- 
ted monies which were due the Veterans 
Administration by each school. Subse- 
quently, the information appeared in 
newspapers throughout the Common- 
wealth. . 

This listing was not provided to the 
newspaper by the Boston Regional Office. 
It further did not represent school liability 
but it did list veteran overpayments by 
school. Any conclusion that the schools 
were liable for listed amounts was in 
error. ; 

Basically, veterans are responsible for 
overpayments in those cases where they 
terminate education or training and fail to 
notify the Veterans Administration. The 
school is only liable when they become 
aware that the veteran has terminated but 
do not submit timely notificication to the 
Veterans Administration. 

We have had excellent cooperation from 
training establishments and institutions of 
higher learning in our efforts to overcome 
this problem. Inasmuch as this is a matter 
of joint concern, we are working together 
ina ‘“‘team effort” to meet reporting goals. 
I am most appreciative for this coopera- 
tion. 

Any negative image which may have 
been created was not intended. The 
schools, as usual, have responded in a 
positive manner to the solution of mutual 
problems. 

William F. Connors 

Director 

Veterans Administration Regional Office 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Editors Note: On December 9, 1976, the 
NECC Observer ran a story pertaining to 
this issue and reported that of the nine 
cases involving students at Northern 
Essex all had been dismissed by the 
Veterans Administration Committee on 
Waivers and Compromises for reasons of 
non liability or full repayment by the 
veteran. 


Amnesty Support 


The controversy over Amnesty is not an 
issue that requires as much debate as it 
has received. The simple truth is that prior 
to the Korean and Viet-Nam conflicts, 
people were fighting to maintain our 
democratic form of government with the 
freedoms and liberties granted to us by the 
constitution. There can be no rational for 
sending men to an undeclared war of a ten 
year duration. So, if this is the case, why 
do we continue to persecute people who did 
not want to enter an undeclared war. As it 
worked out, these people were correct in 
their assumption of how wrong this war 
was. 

We were a divided country for so long 
during the Viet-Nam conflict, why take the 
chance of being a divided people again. 
The truth is that we need these people. 
Most of these people are educated and 
qualified to render a service that our 
country could benefit by. We have a 
natural resource being wasted. 

The Veterans organizations that are in 
opposition to this blanket pardon may 
succeed in their attempts to halt it. It is my 
hope that when you are pressed for your 
opinions and ideas on this issue, you will 
stand up and be counted in favor of 
amnesty. 


Bob Adams 


The staff at the Observer would like to 
announce, at last we will be glad to accept 

and print any buy-sell ad you wish to 
advertise “FREE OF CHARGE!” 

Any ads should be dropped off at the 
Observer office or the box marked “RAW” 
outside the door. Ads should be limited to 
25 words, or less. Please no perversion. 


Editorial Comment: 


Within the mere 4 pages of a most 
recently published OBSERVER I counted 
no less than 17 separate articles, exclu- 
sively subjecting themselves to, (at that 
time), an impending strike of teachers at 
Northern Essex and throughout the Mass. 
Community College System. Scattered 
amongst this deluge of propaganda were a 
few political cartoons, a disclaimer, and a 
boxed-in invitation to editorialize. This 
obvious imbalance in coverage could not 
be overlooked and certainly lends itself to 
more than just accounting. Indeed it cries 
out the potent question, ‘can NECCO 
students produce a paper of higher quality 
and balanced coverage?’. 

Freedom to editorialize, bias, and slant 
are universally acknowledged newspaper 
principles. The Globe does, the Herald 
does, the Gazette does, and now the 
OBSERVER follows suit with a gallant 
try. The last issue, unfortunately, failed — 
resembling a propaganda leaflet rather 
than a once-informative paper upon which 
one relied as a source of information on 
NECCO activities. The OBSERVER was, 
at press time, apparently convinced that 
all hell would break loose come Monday 
morning — and that at best, since no 
students would be on campus, the 
“leaflets’’ could be handed out at the 


“picket line. This paper should be com- 


mended for such logical measures of 
economy, and under any other name, 
would not have met such obvious failure. 
Barring another incident of ‘‘mass panic”’ 
I must now wait another 2 weeks for a 
(hopefully) more meaningful issue. 


Along with the bias, slant, and editorial- 


ization mentioned above, I will also call 
attention to a misrepresentation in the 
same issue. This came in the form of the 
following quote: ‘‘You may decide to join 
us in protesting conditions at Northern 
Essex. You must decide whether or not 
you wish to cross picket lines...’’ This gem 
eminated from the Board of Directors, 
Northern Essex Faculty Association, and 
“appologized”’ for possible inconvenience 
if the strike occurs. It did not mention the 
fact that students had no collective choice 
but to suffer it out, irregardless appolo- 
getics. The statement goes on to infer that 
refusal on the students part to cross picket 
lines, would have some impact on the 
overall situation, ie: support for the 
teachers’ cause. Indeed, I would not cross 
the line to face an empty building which 
would be an obvious strike result. 
Therefore, my ‘“‘crossing-or-not” would be 
construed as ‘‘support-or-not’’ for the 
issue. Fortunately none of us were placed 
in this position. 

Hopefully, now, we can all resume our 
‘normal’ roles. May the OBSERVER do 
likewise??? 

M. Richards 


February 9, 1977 


Dear Editors, 

Whenever the issue of “‘strike’’ comes 
up, it is always difficult to think about it, 
talk about it and, most certainly, report to 
the public about it in an objective, fair and 
impartial manner. 

I would like to congratulate you and your 
staff on the balance, readable, compre- 
hensive presentation you made on all sides 
of the strike issue as it concerns Northern 
Essex. The Observer was readable, and 
most informative. 


It was also timely. I’m not sure just how 


you managed to pull together all the 
disparate parts of the strike threat into a 
cohesive report in so short a time. If the 
mark of a true newspaperman is the 
ability to write four readable pages a day 


in an emergency — then you and your staff a 


are certainly professionals. 
Keep up the good work. 
- Sincerely, 
John R. Dimitry 
President 


February 4, 1977 
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Commentary... 
Parking Problems 


Continue 


by Bill LaCroix 


If there’s one problem that keeps getting 
carried over from semester to semester, it 
has to be the parking conditions. We feel 

_ that a good portion of the problem would 
be erased by applying some common 
_ sense. 
__ There must be at least fifty parking 
- spaces per day wasted because some 
_ students won’t take the time to park 
- properly. They leave enough room to put 
_ not quite a whole car between their car and 
_ the one next to it. You might squeeze a 
skinny foreign car into some of the spaces 
left, but getting out of the car would be 
- another problem. 
_ Some students are even inconsiderate 
_ enough to steal the parking spaces that are 
_ reserved for the handicapped students. We 
understand that the cold weather makes 
the walk from the parking lot to the 
classroom seem un bearable, and that 
finding a parking place as close to the 
building as possible is well worth the hunt. 
But to force the handicapped to the back of 
the parking lot is a dirty deed. 
-  Agreat deal of the parking hassle could 
_ be relieved easily. If there isn’t enough 
_ parking space available, there must be too 
many cars. Stand at the campus entrance 
and count the cars that come in carrying 
just the driver. If more students would 
_ form carpools a lot of wasted space could 
be saved. 


There is also another option available to 
Haverhill students. Haverhill has a public 
bus system that stops at NECC once an 
hour. Perhaps if enough student interest is 
shown, special student rates would be 
considered. 

Something has to be done, and it should 
be done soon. If you’ve parked out in the 
“gravel pit?’, you shouldn’t have much 
trouble imagining what it will be like when 
the spring thaw hits. We don’t recommend 
parking there once the warm weather 
comes, unless you’re a member of AAA, 
ALA, or Road-Aid. 

The paved lots won’t be troubled with 
mud, but when all this snow melts, you 
might need a canoe to get from your car to 
the classroom building. 

The security force sees this problem as a 
serious one. Some students are so 
frustrated at the lack of parking space that 
they park in the fire lanes. This could pose 
a serious problem in the event of an 
emergency. Firetrucks would find these 
lanes impassable. Cars parked in the fire 
lanes deserve to be towed and will be 
towed. 

Also, all cars are required to have 
campus parking stickers. If you make it 
into the lot without a parking sticker, your 
car could be towed while you’re in class. 

To save yourself from a lot of hassles, 
leave your car at home whenever possible. 
Form carpools or take the bus. If you have 
to bring your car, park it properly so you 
leave enough room for the next guy. And 
please, don’t steal the handicapped 
reserved spaces. 


Sand The Walks! 


Considering the fact that the morale of 
both students and faculty was at best 
fragile before the semester break, I really 
didn’t expect to see any sign saying 

_ “WELCOME BACK” or “HAPPY NEW 
SEMESTER” at school today, but neither 
was I prepared for the devastating state of 
affairs that greeted me, the rest of the 
student body and the faculty upon our 
return to academia. 


. Access roads were in miserable condi- 
tion and this school was used during 
January by the CETA students, (who must 
all have jeeps with four-wheel drive, 
snowmobiles or at the very least 
| snow shoes.) parking lots were only 


partially cleared and not sanded at all. 

All entrances to “‘C’’ Building were 
- treacherous, glare ice surrounded every 
entrance and if there was a grain of sand 
| or salt to make walking less hazardous, it 
| was infinitesmal and could have escaped 
| even miscroscopic surveillance. The 
| walkways between ‘“C’ Building and 
| “B-E” Building were solid ice, as was the 
_ space between ‘‘C’’ Building and the Gym. 
Even the distance from the handicapped 
| parking lot at the back of ‘‘C’’ Building o 
the building itself was unsanded. To be 
fair, the space between the Library and 
the College Center was almost clear and in 

_ good condition. 
A Sad state of affairs indeed: Northern 
Essex is the campus that prides itself on 
¥ its. facilities for the handicapped! It 
thoroughly enraged me to see blind 
_ students trying to negotiate their ways 
_ through this polar iceberg. But anyone, 
+ "handicapped or in perfect physical 
condition was endangered at NECC today. 
£ My question is WHY? Why when our 
_ calendar was made up early last year 
_ didn’t those responsible for our school’s 
administration at least note the date 
_ Spring Semester started? Why weren’t 
_ any measures taken to alleviate the 
situation? Since the iced over condition 
_ existed since Friday night after the heavy 
rains, wasn’t there adequate time to do 
~ anything? Don’t our maintenance crews 

work during our vacation? 

~ I have no idea who is responsible for 


calling in maintenance crews on week- 
ends, and I’m well aware of the austerity 
programs in state budgets, but if it’s 
necessary, it’s necessary. 

If measures to insure our safety aren’t 
taken, then, it’s certainly justified in my 
estimation for Dr. Dimitry to cancel 
classes rather than_risk completely 
unnecessary injuries. Representatives of 
our insurance company would have loved 
to have been observers of conditions that 
day. Next year’s compulsory student 
insurance rates would undoubtedly have 
tripled - if we weren’t dropped completely 
as clients. 

The obvious solution is for students and 
faculty to go home when such conditions 
prevail but it’s not that simple. Every 
student doesn’t drive his or her own car, 
ind thus the decision isn’t his or hers alone 
o make. Professors don’t get paid when 
they don’t teach, and students don’t get 
credit for classes they don’t attend where 
attendance is mandatory and/or where 
tests are being given or other work is due. 

But somehow, I think more people would 
have gone home anyway if it hadn’t been 
the first day of classes. Someinow one 
wants to believe that this will be a good 
semester, that morale will be higher, that 
a new start will provide new momentum. 
It certainly doesn’t take long for the 


bubble to burst and for one to land with a_ 


none too gentle THUD back to reality. This 
situation coupled with the unsettling news 
that our faculty finds no recourse but to 
strike in the near future (correction: a 
majority of our faculty) really undid my 
New Semester Optimism. For what it’s 
worth, though, WELCOME BACK and 
HAPPY NEW SEMESTER! 

NOTE: This writer did make a personal 
.protest to Dr. Dimitry’s secretary. 
Unfortunately, Dr. Dimitry was unavail- 
able at the moment and to Rubin Russell, 
the handicapped coordinator. Some sand- 
ing was beginning when I was leaving the 


_ building at 3 p.m. of main thoroughfares, 


which I suppose come first. Also, I’m not 
trying to be a Rabble Rouser; I happen to 
care about this school! 


January 31, 1977 Kathy Brown 
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Vote For Student - 
Unity In March 


Norm Baratelli 


In the past, elections for the Student Council 
have been dismally attended. Last semester was 
no exception as only about one-tenth of the 
students here bothered to vote. Voter apathy is 
only a symptom of the greater over-all problem 
of student disinterest all over campus. 

When I was in high school, student elections 
held an important spot on the calendar and many 
students found the experience of waging a 
campaign and winning an invigorating one. 
Even those who lost felt that they had been a part 
of something special. There was always the 
group who held themselves above the tradition 
and aligned themselves with the opinion that it 
really doesn’t matter what happens. Many of 
these students, I am sorry to say, have found a 
very large niche here at Northern Essex. 

The Student Council of high school days was 
largely unable to affect any drastic change in the 
school structure...as still it is in college. 

However, the Student Council at Northern 
Essex has been vested with some amount of 

’ power and does exist to advise the president as to 
student needs and wants. The Council can lobby 
for ‘“‘the cause’’, whether great or small and 
their voice will be heard...unless no one shows up 
to vote. 

This semester is a proving ground for all of us. 
If you intend to run for office, get out and make a 
supreme effort. 


Attempt to win your campaign. If you are not 
running for office, pay attention to those who 
are. We, as students, will remain frustrated, 
powerless, and apathetic so long as we allow 
ourselves to. 

We end up cheating ourselves by believing 
those who tell us we are worthless and that we 
will not be heard anyway. If you have any sense 
of student unity or spirit, you will vote and you 
will be counted. However, if you wish to remain 
silent, don’t bother showing up the next time the 
president holds an open forum because there will 
be no gripe you can hold legitimately. 


Possible Implications 


What could “the settlement “of ~ the can’t cover these costs, the Division of 
teachers’ contract mean to Northern Continuing Education could become the 


Essex Community College? 

1. The teachers had to settle for a one 
year contract instead of the three year 
contract that they bargained for last July. 
This means the teachers have to go to the 
bargaining table this April to settle a new 
contract. Who knows how much time it will 
take to come to another agreement? 

2. Some of the money needed for the 
teachers’ raises will be funded by the 
community colleges themselves. This 
means NECC could lose funding for NECC 
programs. This could well affect the 


’ Division of Continuing Education. If NECC 


victim. 

3. If the teachers don’t come up with a 
new contract by the time the present one 
expires, they will have to depend on the 
good faith of the Massachusetts Board of 
Regional Community Colleges to continue 
funding the rates of the existing contract 
until a new contract can be agreed on. If 
the Board will not cooperate, the teachers 
will have to turn to the legislature for 
assistance. When July comes, the teachers 
could find themselves in the same 
predicament that they were in a couple of 


weeks : 
Tie by Bill LaCroix 


The Observer Staff 


The Observer is a product of students at 
NECC and is published once every two 
weeks when school is in_ session. 
Opinions and views expressed in this 
paper aren't necessarily those of the 
newspaper staff, administration, student 
council, or faculty. Our concern is only to 
report and mirror the thoughts of 
students attending NECC. We en- 
courage any criticisms or contributions 


Co-Editors: Bill LaCroix and Frank Jarek 


Layout Editor: Mike DeAngelo 
Business Manager: Bob Adams 
Copy Editor: Cathy Coburn ~ 
Sports Editor: Doug Gieryn 


to the newspaper. Leave all comments 
and articles in a box marked “RAW” 
outside the newspaper office downstairs 
in the Student Activities building. All 
are welcome to attend newspaper 
meetings. Times and dates are posted 
outside the newspaper office. We need 
suggestions and concerned people to join 
our staff. You don’t need to be just a 
writer to help in the publication of the 
Observer. 


Contributing Editors: Norm Baratelli and Liberato Francisco 
Photographers: Bryan Eaton and Dan Hickey 

Reporters: Kevin Sawyer, Frank Sapienti, Dawn Martin, 
Patricia Collins, Mike DeAngelo, Dan Hickey, Bob Adams, 
Kathy Brown, Rodney Cook, Elaine DePasquale, Leslie Raza 
Advisors: Frank Leary, Betty Arnold, Sheila Krim, Caryl Taylor 
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The 
Curiosity 
Shoppe 


By KEVIN SAWYER 


_ The Lost Colony 


oe 


In the year 1584, a British expedition 
supported by Sir Walter Raleigh discover- 
ed Roanoke Island off the coast of North 
Carolina. With this discovery, Raleigh sent 
seven ships of colonists to settle the island 
a year later and in 1587 another group of 
settlers arrived. 

The Governor of the island, John White, 
returned to England after the realization 
that the colony was undersupplied and 
probably would not survive the coming 
winter without the needed supplies. 


Because of England’s Newly engaged. 


war with Spain, White was unable to 
return to Roanoke for three years. As the 
supply ship approached the island, they 
saw no sign of life and no one rushed to 
greet the ship. 

When the men entered the village, they 
found no one. The village structures stood 
the same yet there was no sign of human 
habitation. All 121 colonists had vanished. 
There were no signs of violence or 
destruction. There were no bodies. 

If the colonists were in danger and were 
forced to flee, it was agreed that a cross 
would be carved into a tree. The sailors 
found no such cross. All they found was the 
word ““CROATAN” and on another nearby 
tree the letters ‘‘CRO’’. The colonists were 
never found. 

There have been many theories as to 
what happened to the settlers. Some say 
that they were kidnapped by roving bands 
of Spanish pirates. Others say that they 
were wiped out by a band of hostile 
Indians. ~ 

Another theory puts forth that they 
sailed for nearby Croatan Island and were 
destroyed at sea by a storm. 

Probably the most logical theory as to 
what happened is that the colonists took 
refuge with a nearby friendly tribe of 
Croatan Indians because they feared 


' attack from other hostile tribes. They soon 


became part*of Crotan life and became 
permanent members of their tribal 
society. 

Over 100 years after the disappearance 
of the Roanoke colonists, a group of 
hunters came upon an Indian tribe that 
spoke English and had fair skin. This 
incident occurred in Robinson County, 
N.C., which was just 100 miles from 
Roanoke Island. In 1790, a state census 
was taken which uncovered the fact that 54 
of the 95 family names of the Robinson 
County Indians were the same as the lost 
colonist of Roanoke. 

These Indians still live in Robinson 
County, N.C. They have fair skin, blue or 
vray eyes, and speak English in a manner 
unknown since the era of Shakespearean 
England. 

Theories, it seems, are all that the 
curious have since no one-ever stepped 
forth to deliver the true tale of the Lost 
Colony of Roanoke Island. 


“This damn metric 
measurement’s six inches 
too short!“ 


Thoughts At The 


Kitchen Sink 


Kathy Brown 


My favorite day of each new semester is 
the day I go to the bookstore to buy my 
books. I can’t wait to get home with my 
booty to examine what gems and treasures 
I’ve acquired. 

It’s fun to get an idea of what’s to be 
learned this term - to get a general 
impression of the whole book by taking 
nibbles and bites here and gobbles there. 

When I discover an old friend like Victor 
Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame, the 
theory of existentialism, a study I’m 
familiar with like Durkheim’s study of 
suicide, Dibs, or an Emily Dickinson poem 
I congratulate myself on my excellent 
judgment of teachers or at least my 
haphazard luck if I didn’t choose that 
professor. 

There’s also a sense of expectation 
and/or a feeling of ‘I’ve been meaning to 
read this author’s stuff’? with the 
unfamiliar material. Occasionally, there’s 
one book, probably related to a technical 
science, which I set aside and leaf through 
last, with awe and trepidation. 

It’s a little like Christmas when I still 
believed in Santa Claus. I feel like a kid 
with twelve new toys, and I have a hard 
time deciding which one to play with first. 

And nostalgia’s there, too! I’ve always 
loved the smell of new books: it reminds 
me of pencil boxes, which I also like. 

But that’s not all of it. There’s promise 
and hope and optimism. A book or books 
alone don’t make a course. A good 
professor can take a terrible book or no 
book for that matter and make something 
of it. A terrible professor can take a great 
book and desecrate it. One ends up with 
pure gold, the other with lead. 

Like Santa Claus, it could be an illusion, 
but just yet, it’s too early to tell, so I’m 
safe and comfortable in my innocence and 
naivete for a while anyway. 


Queen Rocks 
The Garden 


by Libby Francisco 


As we walked into the Garden 
Wednesday night, February 9, we could 
hear Queen’s lead singer, Freddie 


Mercury, saying hello to the cheering 
Boston people. The group had just played 
their first song, which we had missed by 
being late and we had also missed ‘“‘Thin 
Lizzy” the backup band. 

The Boston Garden was jammed with 
overwhelmed listeners as Queen once 
again began to vibrate the Garden. The 
incredibly loud music rang through 
everyone’s head, causing a reflex action of 
hands to go up. Some were clenched, 
others were open, but there was a feeling 
of elation as Brian May’s guitar rocked the 
Garden. 

The enjoyment went on for Queen and 
their audience. By 11 p.m. they said good 
night to Boston. The audience began to 
stamp their feet and light matches, 
symbolic of their applause. 

The stagelights again went on and Queen 
was on stage for an encore. The audience 
screamed, but once again they said good 
night to Boston. Again the feet were 
stomping and matches were lit. A smoke 
bomb went off on stage and Queen was 
doing a second encore before a completely 
astonished audience. 

At 11:30 p.m. they stopped, said good 
night and left with their theme song 
playing as they walked offstage. 

The song was over, the lights went on 
and the satisfied audience slowly dis- 
persed. 


Bible Club 


Interests 


For all sorts and conditions of NECC 
people, united in the common bond of 
Christianity, the Bible Club meets at 11:15 
a.m. on Wednesdays in Room 207 of C. 
Building. 

Ina sense the words ‘Bible Club” are a 
misnomer or at least a half truth. A 
comprehensive Bible study group does 


Books in Review 


by Kevin Sawyer 


THE GOLDEN GATE > 


by 


Alistair MacLean 


The latest effort from master storyteller 
Alistair MacLean far surpasses any 
MacLean of recent memory. The basis of 
the tale is political intrigue in which a 
master criminal by the name of Branson 
kidnaps the President of the United States 
and holds him for ransom for the tidy sum 
of 300 million dollars. 

Not only is the hostage unusual as well 
as the ransom price, but the location in 
which the hostages, which include two oil 
magnates, a busload of reporters, and the 
mayor of San Francisco, is quite out of the 
ordinary. The kidnappers are holding 
their prisoner in the middle of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. The outlaws have isolated 
their quarry and sealed off both ends of the 
magnificent bridge. 

Revson, an F.B.I. agent posing as a 
reporter, is also. being held on the bridge. 


His ingenuity and courage is unsurpassed 
as he battles Father Time in his effort to 
destroy the master terrorist, Branson. 
Branson’s timing and effort seems well 
planned and cestruction proof as he evens 
demands that the entire affair be 
broadcast to the entire nation via 
television. 

MacLean has outdone himself with this 
story. It is taut and suspenseful and 
provides the reader with two outstanding 
opposing characters locked in a battle of 
wits that will keep the reader turning the 
pages with furious speed. Maclean’s 
development of plot and characters is 
swift yet deep and the reader is never 
disappointed particularly with the explo- 
sive finale. This book is presently in 
production by a major movie studio and 
should be released as an outstanding 
motion picture in the near future. 


THE OBSERVER BEST-SELLER LIST 


1. ROOTS by Alex Haley 


2. TRINITY by Leon Uris 
3. THE GOLDEN GATE by Alistair 


MacLean 


4. SLAPSTICK by Kurt Vonnegut Jr. 

5. RAISE THE TITANIC by Clive Cussler 
6. STORM WARNING by Jack Higgins 

7. CEREMONY OF THE INNOCENT by 


Taylor Caldwell 


8. VOYAGE by Sterling Hayden 
9. ADOLF HITLER by John Toland 
10. TO JERUSALEM AND BACK by Saul ' 


Bellow 


Casting Completed For 
‘The Roar Of The 


Greasepaint’ 


by Elaine DePasquale 


“The Roar Of The Greasepaint - The 
Smell Of The Crowd’’, Anthony Newley’s 
smash Broadway musical, will be presen- 
ted by the N.E.C.C. Drama Club on April 
29 and 30 and May 1 at Haverhill’s new 
City Hall Civic Center Auditorium. 

In concocting this exuberant comment- 
ary on the game of life, Anthony Newley 
not only wrote the book and the music, but 
starred as Cocky in the original stage 
production as well. Also in the original 
Broadway cast was Cyril Richard as Sir. 
“Roar’’ successfully combines themes of 
Romance with such everyday problems as 
unemployment, politics, and poor black - 
poor white relationships. It is essentially a 
celebration of Life set to bouncy, easily 
identifiable music with songs like: “Who 
CanI Turn To” and ‘“‘On A Wonderful Day 
Like Today”’. 

Directing the NECC version is Albert 
Cremin of the Dept. of Philosophy and 
Fine Arts, a veteran actor and director 


meet at 12 noon with the club’s advisor, 
Jim Gustafson, but the meeting at 11:15 
a.m. consists of fellowship, music, 
scripture sharing, and prayers of thanks, 
praise and petition. 

All parts of the meeting are important 
and effective, but the most dynamic and 
exciting portion of the meeting is that 
reserved for free prayer: 


“Lord, you know that our teachers 


.deserve the increase that was promised 


them; you know they’ve acted in good 
faith, and there have been countless 


whose most recent accomplishment was 
the Drama Club’s Fall 1976 production of 
“Juxtapositioning’”’. 


Musical director is Steven Flynn who 
has performed at Chateau de Ville and 
Balsam’s of New Hampshire and whose 
credits include the musical direction of 
many shows in the Boston area. 

Casting has been completed and is as 
follows: Sir - Al Lizotte, Cocky - Dale 
Gelineau, The Kid - Sharon Murray, The 
Girl - Pam Feeney, The Negro - Ann 
Dudley, The Bully - Charlie Finocchiaro, 
The Urchins - Leonard Pearl, Carolyn 
Farnell, Carole Sibley, Steve Kimball, 
Cathy Letourneau, Judy Swede, Jenny 
Prince and Lynn Cardone. 

Both directors have expressed their 
appreciation for such a_ tremendous 
response and turnout at auditions. For 
those not cast in a part, there are still a few 
production positions open. If interested, 
call Extension 210. Enthusiasm is running 
high for this lively and energetic show. 


situations in which they’ve given up their 
free time to listen to us - to our problems, 
our ideas, our hopes, our dreams.” 

This is only one of the issues the Bible 
Club members prayed about at their first 
meeting this semester. Our prayers do not 
always receive the Lord’s immediate 
attention as this one did, but they are 
always offered in love, sincerity, and good 
faith. That’s a powerful combination! 

If you've thought about joining but have 
felt shy, consider the words 
member, Sandy Robinovitz “My world 
changed on Wednesday!"’by Kathy Brown 


a new” 


KNIGHTS 


Boast 


28 and 4 Record 


~ 


: By Doug Gieryn 


The Northern Essex Knights have been 
making believers out of many colleges that 
they are a power to reckon with. On a 
recent road trip to Canada, the Knights 
came away with a 3 and 1 record against 
some four-year colleges in the Quebec 
-area that are about six times the size of N 
ECC. 

Their first game was against Bishop 
University. The Knights pulled out a 
_squeaker with Dave Twicken making two 
steals in the last thirty seconds to help 
NECC pullout a 74 to 71 victory. Mike 
Roberson had 23 points and Ken Mulligan 
15. The next game was against John 
Abbott College where the Knights won 
easily 107 to 82. Six of the N E C C players 
were in double figures. 

The Knights were not so fortunate with 
Quebec University in their following 
game. Que to a mix up in the schedule, Ken 
Mulligan, Bruce Blood and Pete Lesafre 
missed the game. Mike Roberson with 28 
points and Peter Smith with 24 fought hard 
to make up the difference but finally 
succumbed to Quebec by a score of 112 to 
95. 

The final game against College Militaire 

_Royal proved to be a breather for a tired 

club playing four nights in a row. The 
Knights won the game easily and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves with the 
military academy’s hospitality. The 
coach, Joe St. Jean, described the meal his 
team received at the school facilities fit for 
a king. Over all, Joe commented that the 
Canadians went out of their way to make 
the Knights feel welcome and at home. 
Bishop University and John Abbott College 
told St. Jean that they would be interested 
in traveling to Northern Essex next year to 
play the Knights at home. 

Since the Knights have returned from 
their road trip, they have won nine out of 
their last ten games. Their only loss went 
to Salem State College J.V.’s at Salem. 

_The Knights who are not used to losing 
played host to the Salem State J.V.’s five 
games later. Ina thriller down to the final 


seconds, the N E C C team handed Salem 
State their first loss of the season 106 to 
103. Mike Roberson and Ken Mulligan had 
33 and 32 points respectively. Pete Lesafre 
came in and did a tremendous job 
offensively and defensively after Peter 
Smith, the team’s center ran into early 
foul trouble. 

So far this season, the team has 
everaged 92.2 points per game while the 
opponents have only been able to muster a 
76.3 average. They have been unbeatable 
on their home court. With a record of 28 
and 4, the Knights are closing in on a new 
state record. If they can win four out: of 
their last five games, it would be the most 
wins in a season for a community college 
in Massachusetts. 

On individual statistics, Mike Roberson 
leads the Knights with a 26.2 average per 
game. Ken Mulligan is next with 18.2 
average followed by Peter Smith’s 13.4 
average and seventeen rebounds per 
game. This doesn’t tell the whole success 
story behind the team. Coach St. Jean is 
always relying on a heavily talented bench 
to come up with another win. 

The team just recently chose Ken 
Mulligan the most valuable player on the 
squad. Ken Mulligan returning from last 
year has been the quarterback and 
sparkplug of the team. One of the most 
unselfish players on the team, Kenny has 
earned the wholehearted respect of the 
players and the coach. He has thrilled 
many a fan with his two handed, thirty foot 
set shot. When things were going poorly for 
the club, instead of giving up or 
complaining, Kenny gave just a little more 
effort to bring the team back into the 
game. Hats off to Kenny, Coach St. Jean 
and the Knights for giving Northern Essex 
a great season so far. 

The next home game will be at 7:30 
February 17 against New Hampshire 
Tech. Institute. The Knights will be 
looking for lots of support in their drive to 
capture a new state record. 


Fencing Club Formed 


By Doug Gieryn. 


A Fencing Club has been formed at 
Northern Essex and will meet Wednesdays 
at 11:30 during the activity period in room 
D 150 in the gym building. Wednesday, 
February 23 at this time club officers will 
be elected. Once the officers have been 
elected funds will be available to buy new 
equipment. The club would like to 


purchase electrical foils, epees, and 
sabres. Until the new purchase the 
school’s fencing equipment will be avail- 
able to the club. The club also plans to 
compete with fencing groups from other 
schools. Students interested are welcome 
to participate and join the club. 


Women’s Basketball 
Enjoying Great Season 


by Doug Gieryn 


The women’s basketball team at 
Northern Essex has been unjustly left out 
of the limelight due to the men’s team. It 
should be pointed out that they are 
enjoying their best season in four years. 
Their record is 12 and 4 and have won their 
last eight games in a row. 

In recent action the girls demolished 
Emerson College in back to back games by 
scores of 63 to 22 and 81 to 18. Then on 
February 3 in a big game they handed 


_ Fitchburg State J.V.s their first loss of the 


= 


season by a score of 34 to 28. Their last win 
was against New England College, 44 to 29. 

Earlier in the season the team lost its 
star player, Rosie Messina, who suffered a 
broken ankle. Kim Bradly, another key 


. performer was lost for awhile due to 


injury. Pam Aldro and Ellen Ratellee 
stepped in and did a great job to fill the 
gap. Coach Jack Hess commented on the 


closeness of the team and its ability to 
keep on winning with two of its starters out 
of the lineup. Some other girls who have 
improved tremendously and ccntributed to 
the team are Marie Maclod, Linda 
Labonte, and Bunny Connors. The rest of 
the players on the squad have also played 
an active role in their winning record. 

In his first year as head coach, Jack 
Hess has done a fine job in taking a 
program that had fallen apart and 
produced a well balanced team with an 
impressive record. The girls feel Jack has 
done a great job and there is a very evident 
feeling of mutual admiration between 
them and the coach. 

The next home game for the women’s 
basketball team will be Thursday, 
February 17, at 6:00 p.m. The girls are 
hoping that more of the students will take 
interest in their success and come 
Thursday to root them on to another 
victory. 


Sports 
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Baseball Tryouts 


Being Held 


By Doug Gieryn 


Spring time is drawing near and the 
baseball program at Northern Essex is 
underway. Coach Roy Huntress is holding 
tryouts in the gymnasium from 3:30 to 4:30 
everyday. The team will be playing by 
NCAA standards so there are eligibility 
requirements. Students who have been 
attending NECC must be carrying at least 
a ten credit hour schedule and maintaining 
at least a 1.5 average from the previous 
semester. Transfer students from other 
colleges must have attended NECC the fall 
sememster of 76 to be eligible to play this 
spring. 


Skiing on 
Marbles 


by Bob Minott 


Once upon a time not too long ago, a 
group of college students from NECC 
decided to venture on Dec. 10 to the small 
town of Jacksonville, Vermont. 

What could drag 100 quiet, respectable 
kids 340 miles away from home? Well, it 
wasn’t the scenery or the four kegs that 
were sent up earlier. Here was to be the 
weekend home for the NECC€ Ski Club. 

Car pools arrived that Friday night and 
in the morning these bleary eyed, half 
grogged and still stiff skiers looked up to 
the three mountains that comprise 
Smugglers’ Notch. 

That Saturday morning, lessons were 
given'to the non-skiers by president Skip 
Wallace and a few other seasoned skiers. 
Meanwhile, the rest of the group enjoyed 
skiing on Madonna, Sterling and Morse 
Mountains. 

Conditions on all mountains were just a 
little icy because of rain that fell on Friday 
night when the club arrived. In some 
places on the mountain, members wonder- 
ed whether their ice skates would have 
been more appropriate. Others thought 
they were skiing on marbles, although a 
hangover does tend to magnify things a 
bit. 

Meals and lodging were provided by the 
Red Fox Ski Dorm. The meals were very 
good, ranging from eggs and sausage to 
hot cakes in the morning, to a roast beef 
dinner in the evening. 

Members found the club as a great 
access to finding and making new friends, 
all with the same interest, skiing. 


ee e ate 


Coach Huntress is getting the players in 
condition by calisthenics, running, weight 
lifting, basketball, and a little throwing. 
Players returning from last years roster 
are Steve Bedrosian, Clyde Goulet and 
Bobby Savinelli. 

The coach has worked out an ambitious 
schedule this spring which will include 
some big name schools in the area such as 
Merrimac College, Boston University, and 
the University of New Hampshire. The 
coach welcomes all new prospects to come 
down and try out for the team. 


OUTDOOR 


», 


by Rodney Cook 


OBSERVER 


The reunion of the Boston Chapter, 
Ducks Unlimited, will be held on March 3, 
1977, at the New England Aquarium. 
Tickets are $25 each. Checks payable to 
Boston Chapter, Ducks Unlimited, may be 
addressed to Dr. Richard H. Hammer, 572 
Washington St., Wellesley, Mass. 02181. 
Monies received will be used to help 
finance conservation projects sponsored 
by DU. 

Ducks Unlimited, founding in January, 
1937, by members of ‘More Game Birds in 
America Foundation”’, has raised over $40 
million in efforts to aid waterfowl. Much of 
this money has gone into habitat 

_improvement, especially in Canada. Since 

it started, DU has proposed, established, 
and maintained over 1200 wetlands 
projects. Of prime interest to New 
England, hunters and bird watchers are 
the nesting sites in Canada’s Maritime 
Provinces. 

It is a ‘non-profit organization, and 
contributions to Ducks Unlimited are 
deductible from federal tax returns. 
However, in spite of this, and the fact that 
without DU, there’d be very little 
waterfowl to hunt, only one hunter in 
twenty is a member. If one is interested in 
saving the ducks, geese and _ other 
waterfowl, joining this fine organization is 
recommended. Also recommended is the 
purchase of waterfowl stamps at the post 
office. 
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Fiscal ’78 Could 
Be Bleak 


by Bill LaCroix 


Sometimes it takes a crisis to pull people 
together. During the last couple of weeks, 
everybody at Northern Essex Community 
College faced a crisis. The teachers were ready 
to go out on strike in protest of the lack of a pay 
raise over the last three years. The student body 
at NECC rallied in support of their teachers and 
were ready to boycott classes in the event of a 
strike. 

What could’ve been a panic situation resulted 
in an atmosphere of calmness and togetherness. 
Dr. John R. Dimity, President of NECC, hopes 
this will continue into the future. The outlook for 
fiscal 1978 requires the continuing support of 
everyone involved at NECC. 

The budget for fiscal 1977 is no problem. There 
is a possibility that at the end of fiscal 1977 NECC 
might have a few thousand dollars left over. But 
fiscal 1978 could put NECC hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in the red. 

Dr. Dimitry feels that NECC has suffered 


enough in the past. Of the fifteen community. 


colleges in the Massachusetts system, Northern 
Essex is the poorest. The per capita operating 
costs for fiscal years 1976 and 1977 were the 
lowest in the system. 

In fiscal 1976, NECC had a day division 
enroliment of 2,978 and was appropriated 
$3,439,006 for fiscal 1977. This put the per student 
operating cost at $1,154.80. On a list of the fifteen 
community colleges, NECC was dead last. The 
per student operating cost of $1,144.60 for fiscal 
1976 was also the lowest in the state. | 

North Shore Community College, with a total 
enrollment of 2,139 was allowed $1,455.94 per 
student operating cost for fiscal 1977. Roxbury 
Community College has an enrollment of 625 and 
was allowed $2,079.55 per student. 

Dr. Dimitry also pointed out that of all the 
fifteen community colleges, NECC leads in the 
percentage of its budget allowed for instruction- 
al activities and teachers’ salaries and, along 
with Cape Cod Community College, spends the 
lowest amount on administration. In fiscal 1976, 
61 percent of NECC’s budget was spent on 
instruction and in fiscal 1977, 60 percent will go to 
instruction. In both years only 8 percent is 
allowed for administration. 

The cost to maintain a college the size of NECC 


is tremendous. Northern Essex has 106.5 acres to 


keep in good shape. The grounds have to be kept 
clean and the lawns mowed in the spring. The 
parking lots, roads and walkways must be kept 


Bruce Wright new Coordinator of Recreation. Photo by Bryan Eaton. 


as clear as possible in winter. Any future cuts in 
the maintenance force could leave NECC in very 
poor shape. Dr. Dimitry is proud of the looks of 
the campus and would like to keep it looking 
proper. 

The administration system cannot absorb any 
more cutbacks. The cutbacks of the last few 
years has resulted in shrunken administrative 
staff. Dr. Dimitry feels NECC has sacrificed 
enough in this area. He said he has seen 
community colleges that are half the size of 
NECC with twice as many secretaries as NECC. 

At the end of a memorandum to Charles 
Hamilton, Chairman of the Massachusetts Board 
of Regional Community Colleges, and Robert 
Cataldo, Chairman of the Finance Committee 
MBRCC, Dr. Dimitry stated: ‘‘I conclude by 
informing you that we are lean, efficient and 
have less fat than anyone else; we also are 
developing a growing and powerful sense of 
relative deprivation. Please look elsewhere for 
fat. I offer my scalpel, should you need help.”’ 

Dr. Dimitry offers his administrative know- 
ledge in reducing the budget but emphasizes the 
fact that NECC cannot bear the burden of further 
financial reductions. He feels that there are 
other areas of the state budget that can more 
readily absorb cutbacks. : 

Dr. Dimitry is looking for support from the 
other 14 community colleges in the battle against 
the budget. He said, “‘I’ll lead the charge 
statewide.’’ Dr. Dimitry is also looking for 
support from the area State Legislators. He feels 
that if the representatives come to the campus, 
view and discuss the situation, he will have their 
support. 

If the student body lends the same support that 
it gave the teachers, Dr. Dimitry feels the 
situation will be much easier to handle. He is 
hoping that students 
representatives and senators protesting any 
further budget setbacks. : 

Dr. Dimitry doesn’t want the community 
college system to continue being the main target 
for the state’s budget reductions. He is 
concerned about the welfare of the community 
college system, but his major concern lies with 
NECC. In conclusion he said, ‘‘I’ll make darn 
sure that no more blood comes out of Northern 


Bruce Wright 
Is New 


Coordinator 
Of Recreation 


By Cathy Coburn 


The new Coordinator of Recreation at 
Northern Essex is Bruce C. Wright. He 
deals specifically with intramural activi- 
ties and special interest activities in 
Continuing Education that includes judo, 
karate and slimnastics. 

Wright obtained his B.A. in Recreation 
from the State University of New York at 
Cortland, and his M.A. from the University 
of North Colorado. 

His previous positions include Supervi- 
sor of Aquatics for the city of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, He was also the director of four 
high school recreation activities in 
LaPlata, Maryland. 

Another position was as manager of the 
recreation in the model city complex at 
Waldorf, Maryland. The city housed 1500 
people. 

Wright plans to organize special events 
monthly. The program he hopes to 
implement will include workshops in cross 
country skiing, and winter experience with 
director of Outward Bound Steve Bailey 
featured. A special events program will 
include various seasonal sports for 
interested students. 

Coordinator Wright’s office is located in 

Room 117 in the Campus Gymnasium. The 
office is jokingly called “the cave”, 
because it has no windows. 
The “cave” ‘is tather an apropos 
nickname. [It is rumored, he’s been 
accustomed to so many sweaty locker 
rooms he wouldn’t know what to do with. 
windows, anyway! 


will write to their - 


Reps to Discuss 


Transfer by Frank Sapienti 


Representatives from six New England 
colleges will be coming to NECC within the 
next month for students who are interested 
in transferring to those schools. 

Emmanuel College will be represented 
on Thursday, February 17 at 2:00 p.m. 
Representatives from Nathaniel Haw- 
thorné College will appear on Friday, 
February 18, at 11:00 a.m. Both conferen- 
ces will take place in the College Cafeteria. 

On Wednesday, February 23 at 11:00 
a.m., Husson College will hold a 
conference in the College Cafeteria. Two 
days later, Friday, February 25, represen- 
tatives from Williams College will hold a — 
meeting at 1:00 p.m. in the Counseling 
Office, room F-118, in the College Center. 

Representafives from North Adams 
State College will appear on Wednesday, 
March 2, in the College Cafeteria, starting 
at 11:30 a.m. 

Representatives from Wentworth Insti- 
tute will be on campus Tuesday, March 1 
at 10:00 a.m. Cecilia Furlotte, Director of 
Counseling, advises students to check with 
the Counseling Office to find out where the 
meeting will take place. 

The Counseling Office urges that 
transfer students send all their applica- 
tions to four-year private and state 
colleges as soon as possible for the 1977 fall 
semester to insure a better selection of a 
Major and greater consideration for 
financial aid. 

Furlotte also recommends that transfer 
students sit down and talk with the 
counselors so that they can know more 
about each student. She said this 
information would be important when the 
counselors visit various four-year schools. 

The reason behind these visits is to relay 
student information, such as the kinds of 
courses taken and various recommend- 
ations, to the admissions officers of the 
four-year colleges. This, in turn, can make 
transferring to these schools easier for the 
students of NECC. 

If students have any questions on 
transfer procedures, see one of the 
Guidance Counselors in room F-118 in the 
College Center. : 


Winter 
Experience 


By Frank Jarek 

On March 5, 1977 Northern Essex 
Community College will offer a seminar 
and workshops on a Winter Experience. 
The workshops to be held from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. will introduce, to students and 
the public, many winter activities. 
Activities will resume at 1 p.m. with 
several short races and concluding with a 
seven mile cross country skiing race 
around Kenoza Lake. 

Bob William, of ‘‘All Year Round Inc.”’, 
will offer one of the workshops and talk on 
Cross Country Skiing. The other workshop 
offering will be by Steve Bailey, program 
director of “Outward Bound’’. His topie 
will cover winter survival. 

Steve Bailey, an Environmental Tech- 
nology student at Northern Essex, a native 
of Andover, Massachusetts, has a very 
interesting background in outdoor sports 
and experiences to supplement a wide 
range of outdoor sport topics. 

A one time student at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston, Steve worked summers 
for nine years at the Hurricane Island 
Outward Bound, worked during 1970 at 
Hood Sailmakers, Marblehead — Outward 
Bound winter-sailing on Thompson Island, 
Boston, boat building in Maine and in the 


- winter of 1972 was with Outward Bound in 


Australia experiencing the fields of 
backpacking and kayaking. 

Broadening his horizons more, in 1973, 
Steve did yacht delivery works, went on to 
complete another Outward Bound Winter 
Program at Moosehead Lake in 1974, was a 
student at NECC in 1975 and captained an 
open boat expedition from Maine to 
Florida in 1976. 

Some of Steve’s other skills include wild 
food gathering in tropical and temperate 
climates, camp skills, navigation, winter- 
camping and rock climbing. 

The Winter Experience is an event you 
won't want to miss. The event is open to 
the public for a fee of $1, students of 
Northern Essex free with presentation of 
your student I.D. E 


